
Prayers for Holy Thursday 

 
Opening Prayers both Morning and Evening: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
O heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, who art everywhere and fillest all things, 
Treasury of blessings and Giver of life: Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every 
impurity, and save our souls, O God One. 
 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x) 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen. 
 
O most-holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  O Lord, cleanse us from our sins.  O Master, pardon 
our transgressions.  O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake. 
 
Lord, have mercy. (3x) 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one. 
 
Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on us.  
Amen. 
 
Morning: 
 

In the night my soul rises early for Thee, O God, for Thy commandments are a light on 
the earth.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Learn righteousness, you inhabitants of the earth.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Jealousy shall grasp an untaught people.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Bring more evils on them, O Lord, bring more evils on those who are glorious on the 
earth.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
The Troparion 
When the glorious disciples were enlightened at the washing of their feet before the 
supper, then the impious Judas was darkened, ailing with avarice, and to the lawless 
judges he betrays Thee, the Righteous Judge.  Behold, O lover of money, this man who 



because of money hanged himself.  Flee from the greedy soul which dared such things 
against the Master.  O Lord who art good towards all men, glory to Thee! 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 22:1-39 
 
Psalm 50 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to Thy steadfast love; according to Thine 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions and my sin is ever before 
me.  Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in Thy sight, 
so that Thou art justified in Thy sentence and blameless in Thy judgment.  Behold, I 
was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  Behold, Thou 
desirest truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  
Fill me with joy and gladness; let the bones which Thou hast broken rejoice.  Hide Thy 
face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy presence, and 
take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold 
me with a willing spirit.  Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners will 
return to Thee.  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will sing aloud of Thy deliverance.  O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my 
mouth shall show forth Thy praise.  For Thou hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to 
give a burnt offering, Thou wouldst not be pleased.  The sacrifice acceptable to God is 
a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.  Do good to 
Zion in Thy good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  Then wilt Thou delight in 
right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered 
on Thine altar. 
 
Canon (selected troparia) 
Initiating His friends into the mystery, the true Wisdom of God has set a table that 
nourishes the soul, and has mixed a cup of immortality for the faithful.  Let us draw 
near with reverence and cry out: “Gloriously has Christ our God been glorified!” 
 
 Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee! 
 
Thou didst fill Thy cup of gladness, which redeems all the race of men, and didst give 
it to Thy disciples to drink, O Good One.  Thou didst offer Thyself, crying: “Drink My 
blood and be confirmed in faith.” 
 
 Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee! 
 
The Master shows the disciples an example of humility; He who wraps the vault of 
heaven in clouds girds Himself with a towel; He who holds in His hands the breath of 
all that exists, kneels down to wash the feet of His servants. 
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 



Without conscience Judas accepted the Body that cleanses from sin and the Blood that 
was shed for the world.  But he was not ashamed of drinking what he had sold for a 
price.  He was not offended at evil, and knew not how to cry: Praise the Lord, all works 
of the Lord!  Exalt Him throughout all ages! 
 
 now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
Just as I am man in essence and not in imagination, so also the nature which has been 
untied to Me is God by reason of communion.  Therefore know Me, the one Christ, 
who am saving those things from which and in which I was brought forth. 
 
Aposticha Verse (Tone 8) 
Let no one be ignorant of the Lord’s supper, O believers.  Let no one approach the 
banquet with deceit like Judas, for he received a morsel, yet abandoned the Bread of 
Life.  He looked like a disciple, but in fact he was a murderer.  He lived with the 
Apostles, but he rejoiced with the Jews.  With hatred he kissed, and with a kiss he sold 
God, who had redeemed us from the curse, the Savior of our souls. 

 
Evening: 
 
 Lord, I Call Verses  

Tone 2: The assembly of the Jews gathers together to deliver to Pilate the Maker and 
Creator of all.  What lawlessness!  What faithlessness!  The Judge of the living the dead, 
they prepare for judgment.  The Healer of suffering, they prepare for sufferings.  How 
great is Thy mercy!  O long-suffering Lord, glory to Thee! 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 
Tone 6: Truly Judas is descended from those vipers who ate manna in the wilderness 
yet murmured against Him who nourished them.  For while the food was still in their 
mouths those ungrateful men reviled God.  So too this godless man, while still bearing 
in his mouth the heavenly bread, contrived the betrayal of the Savior.  What greedy 
purpose!  What inhuman insolence!  He sells Him who nourished him.  He delivers to 
death the Master whom he loved.  Truly this lawless man is their son.  With them will 
he inherit perdition.  Spare our souls of such inhumanity, O only Lord of boundless 
mercy. 
 

 Old Testament Readings: Exodus 19:10-19; Job 38:1-23; 42:1-5; Isaiah 50:4-11 
 
 Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 
 
 Gospel Reading: Matthew 26:1-27:2; Luke 22:43-45; John 13:13-17 
 
 
 



 Hymn at the Great Entrance 
Of Thy mystical supper, O Son of God, accept me today as a communicant.  For I will 
not speak of Thy mystery to Thine enemies, neither like Judas will I give Thee a kiss, 
but like the thief will I confess Thee.  Remember me, O Lord, in Thy Kingdom!  Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia! 

  
 Hymn at the Theotokion 

Come, O faithful, let us enjoy the Master’s hospitality: the banquet of immortality.  In 
the upper chamber with uplifted minds, let us receive the exalted words of the Word, 
whom we magnify. 

 
Closing Prayers both Morning and Evening: 
 
Preserve, O God, the Holy Orthodox faith and Orthodox Christians, unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
More honorable than the cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the seraphim: 
without defilement you gave birth to God the Word: true Theotokos, we magnify you. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen. 
 
May the Lord who is going to His voluntary passion on behalf of us men and for our salvation, 
Christ our true God, have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and loves mankind.  Amen. 
 


