
Prayers for Holy Saturday 

 
Opening Prayers both Morning and Evening: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Glory to Thee, O God, glory to Thee. 
 
O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, who art everywhere and fillest all 
things, Treasury of blessings and Giver of life: come and abide in us, and cleanse us from 
every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One. 
 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x) 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen. 
 
O most-holy Trinity, have mercy on us.  O Lord, cleanse us from our sins.  O Master, pardon 
our transgressions.  O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake. 
 
Lord, have mercy. (3x) 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one. 
 
Through the prayer of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on us.  
Amen. 
 
Morning: 
 
 God is the Lord (Tone 2) 

God is the Lord, who has revealed Himself to us!  Blessed is He that comes in the 
name of the Lord! (repeated after each verse) 
v. O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever. 
v. All nations surrounded me, but in the name of the Lord I destroyed them. 
v. I shall not die, but live, and recount the works of the Lord. 
v. The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  This is the 
Lord’s doing and is wonderful in our eyes. 
 
 



Hymns of the Day 
The noble Joseph, when he had taken down Thy most pure Body from the tree, 
wrapped it in fine linen, and anointed it with spices, and placed it in a new tomb. 
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, Thou didst slay hell with the 
splendor of Thy Godhead, and when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, all 
the powers of heaven cried out, O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee. 
 
 now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
The angel came to the myrrh-bearing women at the tomb and said: myrrh is fitting 
for the dead, but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption. 
 
Psalm 118(119) is read from a Bible, or Psalter.  Family members may want to 
take turns reading one or more of the 22 groups of eight verses into which the 
Psalm is arranged. 
 
The Canon (selected hymns) 
Unto Thee I sing a hymn for the departed and a song of burial, O Lord my God, who 
by Thy burial hast opened for me the entrance to life and by Thy death hast put 
death and hell to death. 
 
 Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee. 
 
When hell encountered Thee, O Word, it was embittered.  Seeing Thee as a mortal 
man deified, marked with wounds yet having almighty power, it cried out at Thy 
awesome appearance. 
 
 Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee. 
 
Happy is the tomb!  For having received the Creator as one asleep, it became a 
divine treasury of life, for the salvation of us who sing: “Blessed art Thou, O God, our 
Redeemer!” 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 
Do not lament me, O mother, seeing me in the tomb, the Son conceived in the womb 
without seed.  For I shall arise and be glorified with eternal glory as God.  I shall 
exalt all who magnify you in faith and in love. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; Galatians 3:13-14 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 27:62-66 
 
Prayer with Heads Bowed 
O holy Lord, who dwellest on high and lookest upon the humble, and who with 
Thine all-seeing eye lookest down upon all creation: unto Thee have we bowed the 
neck of our soul and body, and we pray Thee, O Holy of Holies, stretch forth Thine 
invisible hand from Thy holy dwelling place and bless us all.  And if in any way we 
have sinned, either willingly or unwillingly, pardon us, inasmuch as Thou art good 
and lovest mankind, granting us Thy good things in this world and beyond this 
world.  For Thine it is to have mercy on us and to save us, O our God, and unto Thee 
we ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 
and unto ages.  Amen. 

 
Evening: 
 
 Lord, I Call Verses (Tone 1) 

Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me.  Hear me, O Lord.  Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me.  
Receive the voice of my prayer, when I call upon Thee.  Hear me, O Lord.  Let my 
prayer arise in Thy sight as incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be an evening 
sacrifice.  Hear me, O Lord. 

 
Today hell cries out groaning: My power has been trampled down.  The Shepherd is 
crucified and Adam is raised.  I have been deprived of those whom I ruled.  Those 
whom I swallowed in my strength I have given up.  He who was crucified has 
emptied the tombs.  The power of death has been vanquished.  Glory to Thy cross 
and resurrection, O Lord. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 
The great Moses mystically foreshadowed this day, when he said: God blessed the 
seventh day.  This is the blessed Sabbath.  This is the day of rest, on which the only-
begotten Son of God rested from all His works.  He kept the Sabbath in the flesh, 
through the dispensation of death.  But on this day, He returned again through the 
resurrection.  He has granted us eternal life, for He alone is good, the Lover of man. 
 
O Gladsome Light 
O gladsome light of the holy glory of the immortal Father: heavenly, holy, blessed 
Jesus Christ!  Now that we have come to the setting of the sun and beheld the light of 
evening, we praise the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: God.  At all times Thou art 
worthy, Thou art worthy of praise in songs, O Son of God and Giver of life.  Therefore 
all the world glorifies Thee! 
 
Old Testament Readings: Genesis 1:1-13; Genesis 22:1-18; Exodus 12:1-11; 

Exodus 13:20-15:1; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Daniel 3:1-
57 



 Epistle Reading: Romans 6:3-11 
 
 Arise, O God, Judge the Earth (Psalm 81[82]; Tone 7) 
 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for to Thee belong all the nations! (repeated after each  
  verse) 

v. God has taken His place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods He holds 
judgment. 
v. How long will you judge unjustly and accept the faces of sinners? 
v. Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and 
the destitute. 
v. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the sinner. 
v. They have neither knowledge nor understanding; they walk about in darkness. 
v. Let all the foundations of the earth by shaken!  I say: You are gods, sons of the 
Most High, all of you; nevertheless, you shall die like men, and fall like any prince. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:1-20 
 
Hymn at the Great Entrance 
Let all mortal flesh keep silent, and in fear and trembling stand, pondering nothing 
earthly-minded.  For the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, comes to be slain, to 
give Himself as food to the faithful.  Before Him go the ranks of angels, all the 
principalities and powers, the many-eyed cherubim, and the six-winged seraphim, 
covering their faces, singing the hymn: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Closing Prayers both Morning and Evening: 
 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great goodness, we pray Thee, hearken and 
have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. (3x) 
 
Again we pray that He will keep this city, and our holy Church, and every city and 
countryside from wrath, famine, pestilence, earthquake, flood, fire, the sword, the invasion 
of enemies, and from civil war, and from sudden death; that our good God, who loves 
mankind, may be gracious, favorable and conciliatory, and turn away and dispel all the 
wrath stirred up against us, and all sickness, and may deliver us from His righteous 
chastisement which impends against us and have mercy on us. 
 
Lord, have mercy. (3x) 
 
Hear us, O God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth, and of those who are far off 
upon the sea; and be gracious, be gracious, O Master, unto us sinners and have mercy on us.  
For Thou art a merciful God who lovest mankind, and unto Thee do we ascribe glory, to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 


